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Introduction. North American agriculture is deeply shaped by the private sector—farmers,
agribusinesses, trade associations, and innovators who are driving production, trade, and
technological advancement at a global scale. Agricultural trade now approaches USD 2 trillion
globally, with the United States and Canada among the leading exporters. Farmers and
companies across the region are also at the forefront of adopting new technologies—from
digital tools to advances in biotechnology—helping to shape how agrifood systems evolve.

For FAQ, engagement with the private sector is not peripheral—it is essential to understanding
these shifts and ensuring that global standards, data, and policy frameworks remain relevant
and effective.

This roundtable is a chance for FAO to listen.

We want to hear directly from private sector partners—what has worked in your engagement
with FAOQ, where it has been less effective, and where there is real opportunity to do more
together.

It is also an opportunity to connect with FAO colleagues working on science, standards, and
partnerships, and to open up more practical, ongoing collaboration.

Participants. Representatives from U.S. and Canadian agricultural trade associations and
private sector entities, together with FAO senior colleagues, including:

e Chief Scientist — Charlie Spillane

e Director, Partnerships and UN Collaboration — Lauren Phillips

e Secretary, International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) — Enrico Perotti
o Secretary, Codex Alimentarius — Sarah Cahill

e Senior Food Safety Advisor — Markus Lipp

e FAO North America team

e Private Sector representatives
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Format and Approach. This will be a small, informal discussion held under Chatham House
Rules.

FAO colleagues will briefly introduce themselves and their areas of work. The focus will then
shift quickly to an open exchange with participants.

This is not a presentation session. The emphasis is on practical feedback, candid discussion, and
identifying where collaboration can be strengthened.

Discussion Focus. We are particularly interested in hearing:

e How you currently engage with FAO—and where that engagement adds value
e Where FAO could be more effective, responsive, or easier to work with

e Priority issues within FAO’s mandate that matter most to you

e Areas where stronger collaboration could lead to more tangible results

e Suggestions for improving how we work together going forward

Expected Outcome. A clearer understanding of how FAQ is perceived by private sector
partners, where engagement can be improved, and where there is concrete potential to
strengthen collaboration.

Time Speaker Discussion points
Opening — stage Beth Bechdol, Deputy Director-General, FAO | Framing of the session and
setting (5 mins) objectives

Introductions (10 FAO Senior Staff will introduce themselves Brief reference to their
mins) e Charlie Spillane, Chief Scientist role and focus area

e Lauren Phillips, Director, Partnerships
and UN Collaboration (called PSU)

e Enrico Perotti, Secretary, International
Plant Protection Convention

e Sarah Cahill, Secretary, Codex
Alimentarius

e Markus Lipp, Senior Food Safety Advisor

Roundtable Open discussion among all participants

discussion and Q & A | guided by the themes above

session (45-60 mins)

Closing comments (5 | Jocelyn Brown Hall, Director FAOLOW Conclusions and wrap-up
mins)

RSVP to Brenda Yount, Executive Assistant, FAO North America, Brenda.Yount@fao.org
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