Altar Valley Conservation Forum
Anvil Ranch- Altar Valley
14990 S Sasabe Road, Tucson, Az 85736
March 31, 2026
10:00-11:30 a.m.

Overview

A group of Arizona agriculture and conservation organizations are hosting a special conservation
roundtable at Anvil Ranch to discuss the impacts of extreme and increasingly erratic weather on Arizona
ranches and farms. The event will highlight how these conditions are reshaping agriculture in the state
and the role of innovative conservation practices in building resilience.

The forum will also provide an opportunity to showcase Anvil Ranch and the Altar Valley Conservation
Alliance’s nationally recognized leadership in conservation and soil health, while uplifting the voices of
Arizona’s ranchers and farmers in the conversation around resilience, food security, water management
and rural economic stability.

About the Host

Sarah and Joe King are 4™ generation ranchers in Altar Valley. For decades, ranchers in the Altar Valley
have partnered with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to monitor rangelands, adapt
grazing plans, and put conservation practices into action. NRCS traces its roots to the Dust Bowl in the
1930s, when the Soil Conservation Service was created to help landowners prevent another nationwide
disaster. It’s a legacy that matters deeply in Arizona and throughout the West.

On King’s Anvil Ranch, NRCS has been a steady partner for fifty years. Every year, Sarah and Joe walk
the same monitoring lines, counting grasses and shrubs, assessing rainfall impacts, and adjusting their
management based on what they learn. That long-term monitoring, which is provided at no cost, is the
foundation for bigger projects. With NRCS support, they’ve installed pipelines, built erosion-control
structures, and restored areas at risk of degradation. These are projects that could not have been
completed without NRCS support.

Across the valley, NRCS brings more than just funding. Their range conservationists offer trusted
expertise and on-the-ground knowledge that only time in the field can provide. They understand the land
at both the ranch and watershed scale, helping producers make decisions with long-term consequences in
mind.

Congressional Guests
e Office of Senator Mark Kelly- Karla Avalos, Southern Arizona Director
e Office of Senator Ruben Gallego- Jordan-Isaiah Toyos, Southern Arizona Outreach Coordinator
e Office of Representative Adelita Grijalva- Ruben Reyes, Senior Advisor

Co-Hosts/Participants
e Altar Valley Conservation Alliance
e Arizona Association of Conservation Districts



e Arizona Cattle Growers’ Association

e Arizona Farm Bureau

e Arizona Farm and Ranch Group

e Pima Natural Resource Conservation District

e Tohono O’odham Nation

e Tohono O’odham Soil and Water Conservation District
e Solutions from the Land

e Provide a frontline perspective on how extreme and increasingly erratic weather impacts
Arizona’s farmers and ranchers.

e Provide a platform to connect challenges with federal policy solutions in agriculture,
conservation, and climate resilience.

e Showecase the Altar Valley’s award-winning conservation practices as a model for soil and water
conservation resilience.

Program QOutline

10:00 —10:15 AM -Welcome & Introductions
o Welcome and introductions
e Sarah King — overview of the King’s Anvil Ranch.

10:15 - 10:45 AM — Ranch Corral Conversation
Focus: Rangeland management for resilient operations and food production in the face of erratic weather
impacts.
e Livestock Management — Challenges of ranch management and animal care during climate
extremes.
Rangeland Resilience — Partnering on best practices in ranch management
Collaborative Conservation — Implementation of conservation projects on rangelands at a
watershed scale

10:45 — 11:20 AM - Roundtable Discussion: Agriculture in the Age of Extreme Weather
Sarah King-Moderator

Discussion Topics:
Firsthand accounts of extreme weather impacts on Arizona ranchers and farmers.

e Barriers producers face in accessing resources for resilience.
e The role of conservation practices and federal programs in sustaining farms.
e Policy opportunities to strengthen resilience, food security, and conservation of soil and water

resources

11:20 — 11:30 AM -Closing & Next Steps- Summary of key takeaways and closing reflections.



