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Statement by Ernie Shea, Solutions from the Land, on behalf of the CFS Private

Sector Mechanism

Madame Chair, Excellencies, distinguished delegates, and fellow participants,

The Private Sector Mechanism, representing farmers, fishers, food processors, traders,
input providers, SMEs, cooperatives, retailers, financiers and innovators across value
chains, welcomes the HLPE-FSN report Building Resilient Food Systems. However,
despite its call to support diverse production systems, the report over emphasizes
agroecological approaches and places little or no emphasis on other innovative
approaches to sustainable food production. For example, promoting regenerative
practices, including cover crops, minimal tillage, and organic matter management to build
soil health, increase carbon sequestration, and improve yields or revitalizing degraded
land through innovative soil restoration techniques and sustainable farming practices. In
our view the report also misses the opportunity to scale innovation and technological
pathways to improve the nutritional value of food. There is no one single path to
sustainable agriculture, because every farm is different. We need all tools in the toolbox

and need to bring more solutions to farmers, not fewer.

Building resilience is not a slogan for our constituency, it is the daily reality of producing,
moving, and nourishing the world amid climate pressures, economic volatility, and
conflict. Our position is straightforward: food systems become resilient when policies and
investments enable people and enterprises at every node of the value chain to withstand
shocks, adapt, and recover while ensuring long-term food security and nutrition.



As the sector primarily responsible for producing, packaging, transporting, transforming,
and distributing food, the private sector plays a key role in driving sustainable solutions.
By engaging youth, women, and financial institutions, utilizing new technologies, and
enabling a rules-based trading system, the private sector greatly contributes to food

system resilience.

As we move towards the policy convergence process on Policy Recommendations on
Building Resilient food Systems, PSM has identified the following key issues that should

be addressed in the proposed Policy Recommendations:

1) Youth: Unlock the Potential of the Next Generation: Young people are vital to the
future of agriculture and food security. However, they face significant barriers, including
limited access to land, finance, training and knowledge.

2) Empower Women Farmers and Food System Leaders: Women are central to food
production, processing, and distribution and agrifood systems are a major employer of
women globally. Yet, youth and women often lack access to resources such as land,
finance, training, knowledge and/or decision-making authority.

3) Scale Up Investment for Resilient Food Systems: Building a resilient food system
requires sustainable investment strategies for farmers of all sizes, and businesses that
serve as the backbone of food systems.

4) Trade is a contributor to Food and Nutrition Security: Rules-based trade enhances
food security and nutrition by promoting the efficient distribution of food from surplus to
deficit regions, and openness to food trade can lower prices, increase dietary diversity,
decrease environmental impact and spur economic growth.

5) Innovation is a driver of resilience: Innovation is essential for building a resilient food
system because it enables adaptation, enhances efficiency, and mitigates risks
associated with shocks caused by climate change and supply chain disruptions among
others.

6) Integrate Climate, Biodiversity, Soil and Water in policies for resilience

Building resilient food systems requires a holistic approach that integrates climate,



biodiversity, water, and soil management considerations. While a one-size-fits-all
approach is doomed to failure and solutions must be tailored to local conditions, these
elements are deeply interconnected and essential to the long-term sustainability of food
systems. Climate change poses significant risks to food production, while biodiversity
loss, water scarcity, and soil degradation undermine the capacity of ecosystems to

support agricultural resilience.

A resilient food system requires multi-stakeholder collaboration and, as we have said,
diverse approaches to food from production to consumption. The private sector plays a
leading role in driving resilience through its efforts to empower youth and women and
promote rules-based international trade policies all while mobilizing financial resources
effectively. By investing in innovation, inclusivity, and responsible financing, across the

food value chain, we can build a nutritious, food-secure future for all.

Madam Chair, the HLPE has clarified what resilient food systems require. The private
sector stands ready to help deliver how through investment, innovation, and inclusive
partnership so that food systems can truly bounce forward and realize the right to food

for all.

Thank you.



