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Pennsylvania Farm Tour on Extreme Weather & Agriculture 

Brubaker Farms, LLC 

492 Musser Road, Mt. Joy, PA 

Mt. Joy, Pennsylvania 

October 8, 2025 

10:00-11:30 a.m.  

 

Overview 

Congressional staff are invited to join a farm tour at Brubaker Farms, LLC in Mt. Joy, PA to learn 

firsthand about the impacts of extreme weather on Pennsylvania farmers. The event will highlight how 

climate change is reshaping agriculture in the state and the role of innovative conservation practices in 

building resilience. 

 

The tour will provide an opportunity to showcase Brubaker Farms’ nationally recognized leadership in 

conservation and soil health, while uplifting the voices of Pennsylvania’s farmers in the conversation 

around climate resilience, food security, and rural economic stability. 

 

About the Host Farmers 

Brubaker Farms, LLC is a 4th generation integrated livestock-crop, dairy and broiler farm that 

concurrently produces nutritious food and a diverse array of ecosystem services. A showcase for 

conservation and sustainable agricultural production in Lancaster County, Brubaker Farms’ extraordinary 

achievements in voluntary conservation systems and practices were recognized as the recipient of the 

2021 Sand County Foundation Leopold Conservation Award. Brubaker Farms, LLC has been an early 

adopter of soil health and nutrient management practices, as well as renewable energy producing 

technologies. Thanks to USDA technical and financial assistance, they not only produce food, but also 

filter and store water, sequester carbon, enhance biodiversity and produce clean energy. 

 

Congressional Guests 

• Office of Senator Dave McCormick 

o Ryan P. Aument, State Director 

o Logan Hoover 

• Office of Representative Lloyd K. Smucker 

o Stephen Ranck, Constituent Outreach Coordinator 

• Office of Senator John Fetterman 

o Not available due to government shutdown 

 

Co-Hosts/Participants 

• Brubaker Farms, LLC- Luke, Mike, Tony and Josh Brubaker 

• Twin Lane Farms- Bob Shearer 

• Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts- Amy Brown, Executive Director; Sonia 

Wasco, Secretary 

• Pennsylvania Farm Bureau- Grant Gulibon, Regulatory Affairs Specialist 

• Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture- Darrin Youker, PDA Policy Director, and Doug 

Wolfgang, Executive Secretary of PA State Conservation Commission 
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• Lancaster County Conservation District- Christopher Thompson, District Manager 

• Chesapeake Bay Commission- Marel King, PA Director 

• Chesapeake Bay Foundation- Harry Campbell, Director of Science, Policy, and Advocacy 

• Choose Clean Water Coalition- Patrick McDonnell, President of PennFuture 

• Solutions from the Land- Ernie Shea, President 

Goals  

● Provide a frontline perspective on how extreme climate-driven weather impacts Pennsylvania 

farmers. 

● Provide a platform to connect challenges with federal policy solutions in agriculture, 

conservation, and climate resilience. 

● Showcase Brubaker Farms’ award-winning conservation practices as a model for climate 

resilience. 

● Elevate the story of the Brubaker family and the broader importance of supporting conservation 

programs. 

 

Program Outline 

 

10:00 – 10:15 AM -Welcome & Introductions 

● Ernie Shea- Welcome and introductions  

● Luke Brubaker- overview of Brubaker Farms. 

 

10:15 – 10:50 AM - Guided Farm Tour 

 

Focus: Impacts of extreme weather on farming operations and food production. 

● Soil Health & Conservation Practices – How innovative approaches are protecting farmland. 

● Crops & Extreme Weather – Effects of drought, flooding, and heat on yields. 

● Livestock & Resilience – Challenges of animal care during climate extremes. 

 

10:50 – 11:20 AM - Roundtable Discussion: Farming in the Age of Extreme Weather 

Participants: 

● Chris Thompson, Moderator 

● Luke, Mike, Tony and Josh Brubaker (host farmers) 

● Local farmers & agricultural leaders 

● Congressional staff 

● Conservation experts and veteran advocates 

Discussion Topics: 

● Firsthand accounts of extreme weather impacts on Pennsylvania farmers. 

● Barriers farmers face in accessing resources for resilience. 

● The role of conservation practices and federal programs in sustaining farms. 

● Policy opportunities to strengthen climate resilience, food security, and support for veteran 

farmers. 

 

11:20 – 11:30 AM -Closing & Next Steps- Summary of key takeaways and closing reflections. 


