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Solutions from the Land 

 Global Plan of Work 

2025-2027 

SfL Vision 

An Agricultural Renaissance led by innovative and entrepreneurial farmers, ranchers, and 

foresters1 constructing sustainable, profitable, and resilient systems that lay the foundation for a 

world of abundance on many scales; capable of producing nutritious food, feed, fiber, clean energy, 

healthy ecosystems, quality livelihoods and strong rural economies. 

This vision requires participation and leadership from farmers, ranchers, foresters, and their partners in 

agriculture value chain to establish the social and environmental foundation for the successful 

achievement of the SDGs. For without successful agriculture humankind cannot thrive. Renaissance 

Report - Solutions from the Land 

SfL at Work 2004- 2024- SfL 2024 Accomplishments. 

Proposed Outcomes for 2025-2027 POW 

Overarching outcome: Widespread adoption and incorporation of SfL’s Guiding Principles to Enable 

Food Systems to Support Sustainable Development Goal Attainment by 2030, including innovation and 

technology and farmer consultation in UN agency documents and subsequent member states policies.  

A. UNEP Farmers Major Group (FMG) is advocating for pragmatic, science-based solutions to 

environmental, biodiversity and climate change challenges. 

B. UNFCCC formally incorporates pragmatic agriculture solutions pathways into the Sharm el-

Sheikh Joint Work on Agriculture and other climate change and other policy documents. 

C. FAO Food Systems Pathways are agriculture innovation and technology-neutral and outcomes-

focused; FAO welcomes and engages farmers and private sector partners in advancing the DG’s 

manifesto “Building a Dynamic FAO for a Better World,” and in the development and 

implementation of FAO’s FAST, Roadmap to 1.5° and circular bioeconomy initiatives.  

D. US government strategically uses its negotiating power in global agricultural forum platforms to 

advance integrated systems solution pathways to SDG attainment. 

E. Aligned farmer groups and organizations (inside and outside the US) collaborate to guide UN 

agencies and member states. 

 

 
1 The phrase, “farmers, ranchers and foresters” encompass farmers, ranchers, foresters, orchardists, graziers, 
aquaculturalists, and all those who are stewards of working landscapes. Working landscapes are agricultural 
croplands, grasslands, orchards and forests, vineyards, fisheries, and other lands and waters that are managed for 
livelihoods and the production of food, fiber, energy, and ecosystem services. The transformations that a farmer-led 
Renaissance brings require broad collaboration with industries, academia, civil society, and policymakers to bring 
the best science and engineering innovations to system-level solutions. 
 
 

https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/reports/renaissance-report/
https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/reports/renaissance-report/
https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/SfL-2024-Accomplishments.pdf
https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/SfL-SDG-Guiding-Principles-2025.01.28.pdf
https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/SfL-SDG-Guiding-Principles-2025.01.28.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/faoweb/DG/QU-Dongyu-Manifesto_English_2023.pdf
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cc2186en/
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cc2186en/
https://www.fao.org/climate-change/news/news-detail/on-the-road-to-net-zero-emissions-with-agrifood-system-solutions/
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How we will accomplish these outcomes 

1. Cadre of farmer envoys effectively intervenes across the spectrum of SfL global engagement 

platforms.  

2. Relationships of trust and knowledge sharing built with aligned farmer organizations and 

collaborative efforts undertaken to guide UN agencies and member states. 

3. Alliance of US agricultural organizations collaborate with USDA to carry shared 

messages.  Potential targeted candidate member states include: 

- Europe- UK and Ireland 

- Africa- Kenya and Uganda 

- Latin America- Costa Rico 

- South America- Argentina and Brazil 

- Southeast Asia- Viet Nam and Malaysia  

- Southern Pacific- Australia and New Zealand 

4. Feedback loops established to share global developments of US agriculture. 

5. SfL takes a leading voice in the farmer leadership conversation. 

 

SfL 2025-2027 Priority areas: 

- Climate Change 

- Invasive species 

- Water 

- Biodiversity 

- Food and nutrition security 

- Energy Transition (from Fossil to Ag and Renewable) 

Crosscutting Pathways: 

- Circular Bioeconomy Systems for concurrently delivering agroecosystems services and food & 

nutrition security. 

- Innovation and technology 

- Finance flows 

- Data collection and analysis tools 

- Gender and youth 

Platforms: 

- United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

o SB 62-67; COP 30-32; Sharm-el Sheikh work program 

- Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) World Food Forum 

- FAO Conference (44th Session)  

- FAO Committee on Food Security (CFS 53-55) 

- Global Ethanol Summit (Oct 19-22, Washington, DC) 

- Global Alliance for Climate Smart Agriculture  

- United Nations Environmental Program- UNEA 7-9 

- Convention on Biodiversity 

Tactics: 

- Submissions 
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- Form and nurture additional U.S. state based, self-directed farmer/rancher/forester work groups 

https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/network/  

- Multidimensional communication outreach program  

- Online consultations  

- Concept notes/white papers (e.g. global paper on farmer experimentation with circular systems) 

- Events 

- Interventions (e.g. Energy & Environment Ministers meetings) 

- Bilateral /multi-lateral efforts 

Methods: 

- Continue to prepare, support and utilize farmer envoys. Facilitate their proactive and paired 

participation in UN forums as ambassadors defending and championing science-based, proven 

and pragmatic circular system approaches that co-produce agriculture and healthy ecosystem 

outcomes and counter the anti-technology agricultural reform agenda being advanced by other 

parties.  

- Collaborate with our growing global network of farmers and farm organizations in other parts of 

the world in securing “member-state” support of a “multiple systems” approach to managing 

agricultural lands.  

- Educate U.S. and global decision-makers on the potential of agriculture to deliver solutions to 

SDGs.  We need more markets for agricultural products because markets lead to margin, margin 

leads to investment, investment leads to innovation, and innovation leads to agriculture meeting 

its to potential to address the most pressing issues of our time – climate change, poverty, hunger 

and disease.  The potential of agriculture is virtually untapped around the world. 

- Assemble reports, studies, data and other supporting material documenting the role and 

contributions of circular systems and practices in meeting SDGs. 

- Through a farmer speakers bureau, op-eds, position statements and social media, widely socialize 

the logic and benefits of adopting a circular approach to managing agricultural landscapes.  

Farmer Envoy Roles: 

1. Holder/keeper of the vision.  

2. Voice of farmers. 

3. Catalyst. Multi-benefit agricultural solutions to SDGs. 

4. Advocate. Agricultural innovation & technologies 

5. Positive disrupter of the status quo and policy inertia 

6. Issue framer from farmer perspective on critical, emerging and enduring issues: 

a. Food & nutrition security, climate change, biodiversity loss, invasive species  

b. circular on-farm, local, and global agrifood systems 

c. nature positive agro-ecosystems  

d. concurrent delivery of ecosystem services & food and nutrition security  

7. Establish & nurture relationships. Within and across countries, organizations, conventions, 

platforms, agencies, initiatives, bilateral engagements. 

8. Do-Tank. Action-oriented. Pilot, proof-of-concept initiatives 

About SfL: Solutions from the Land is a nonprofit corporation focused on land-based solutions to global 

challenges. Its mission is to identify and facilitate the implementation of policies, practices, and projects 

at a landscape scale that will result in land being sustainably managed to produce food, feed, fiber, and 

energy while protecting and improving critical environmental resources and delivering high value 

solutions to combat climate change. The president is Ernie Shea (eshea@solutionsfromtheland.org) For 

more information please visit www.solutionsfromtheland.org or call (410) 252-7079. 

https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/network/
mailto:eshea@solutionsfromtheland.org
http://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/

