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FARMERS MAJOR GROUP
Terms of Reference (ToR)?

1. WHO WE ARE

The Farmers Major Group (FMG), one of the nine Major Groups officially recognised

within the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP):

e represents hundreds of millions of farmers in all their diversity from all corners of
the world, and provides the platform for observer organisations working to ensure
that farmers' voices are heard within UNEP.

2. MEMBERSHIP OF THE CONSTITUENCY

® To become a member of the FMG, your organisation must be recognised as an
officially accredited body of the UNEP under the FMG.

e Organisations ideally are farmer-led, organisations or organisations working with
farmers, providing advice and/or extension services to farmers, but we welcome
others who support or represent farmers.

e \We recognise that many farmers organisations, particularly in the Global South, may
not have the capacity to become accredited to the UNEP. We offer such
organisations the opportunity to join the FMG distribution list and so be informed of
and support the work of the FMG. In addition, non-accredited farmers organisations
can also participate in UNEP FMG and UNEP led activities as non-voting members.

3. MISSION: we will

e Promote the importance of farmers and farming, food security and food sovereignty
in general and in the context of the triple planetary crisis of climate change, nature
and biodiversity loss and pollution.

e Contribute to ongoing policy discussions and development at UNEP while
positioning farmers as key contributors to food security, sovereignty and stewards of
the sustainable environment.

e Work in partnership with member states, international organisations, and other
Major Groups and Stakeholders Ensure that we are actively involved in the
negotiation process with farmers’ voices at the heart of our positions

4. WORKING METHODS: we will

Lagreed to by consensus on 10/10/24. This is a living document to be reviewed by the FMG
as needed


https://www.unep.org/civil-society-engagement/accreditation/list-accredited-organizations
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The FMG will work democratically and transparently and actively to influence the
outcome and processes of the UNEP following the Major Groups and Stakeholders
Code of Conduct and the Stakeholder Engagement Handbook | UNEP - UN
Environment Programme

The elected Co-Facilitators will facilitate functioning of the FMG and its decision
making in consultation with the FMG. In extreme cases where consultation in
decision making is not possible due to lack of time, the co facilitators will inform the
group (on email or WhatsApp group) of their decision also recording the reasons for
such decision.

Intervene in the official UNEP processes by providing knowledge, insights and
perspectives to protect and promote the interests of the farmers. The FMG will
respect diversity of opinions, perspectives and lived experiences. The FMG will seek
to achieve consensus on all positions delivered on behalf of the major group (see
next section).

Build FMG capacity by working together to provide adequate tools, supply
information and support for all farmers so that they are empowered to play an active
part in the process.

Participation and representation

Meetings

o FMG members will actively and regularly participate in FMG meetings and
activities.

o FMG members intending to attend the United Nations Environment
Assembly (UNEA) or other UNEP meetings are expected to share the names
of their delegates with the FMG Co-Facilitators prior to these meetings.

o If provided the opportunity, Co-Facilitators will select meeting
representatives from amongst the applicants based on considerations of
gender, region, expertise and youth, new and old in consultation with the
FMG in a transparent and appropriate manner. When UNEP funding is
available, priority will be given to representatives from Global South, in-line
with UN processes.

o Members are encouraged to familiarise themselves with these TORs prior to
attending UNEA or other UNEP meetings. The Co-Facilitators will organise an
orientation for the new members regularly or as may be decided.

o Before each UNEA or other UNEP meetings the FMG Co-Facilitators will
gather FMG member views and circulate the FMG’s aims and activities based
on these views.

Consensus
o The Co-Facilitators and the FMG will seek consensus. Where there are
significant differences of opinion, the entire FMG will be asked to come to a
compromise based on consensus within a specified timeframe. If consensus is
not reached, the statement must not be delivered as the major group
position/statement/resolution.


https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/43575/Major%20Groups%20and%20Stakeholders-%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20%20%281%29.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/43575/Major%20Groups%20and%20Stakeholders-%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20%20%281%29.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/stakeholder-engagement-handbook
https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/stakeholder-engagement-handbook

All FMG positions e.g. statements, submissions of views etc, will be circulated
to the entire FMG for comment before submission with a specified timeframe
for review.

At times, the specified timeframe for review may be as little as 24 hours if
required by reasonable circumstances such as the participation in active
negotiations or a last-minute invitation to participate in a meeting/event on
behalf of the FMG; in such cases, new FMG positions shall reflect previously
agreed upon FMG positions where possible.

All comments should be sent to the FMG Co-Facilitators or the relevant FMG
representative (e.g., resolution focal point) before the specified deadline. Any
comments sent after the deadline risk not being included.

Facilitators must consult with all FMG members before altering previously
endorsed text and supporting or withdrawing from joint statements.

In all cases, the Co-Facilitators will interpret a lack of a negative response
from an FMG member by a specified deadline as assent for the purposes of
determining consensus.

® Representation
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Our preference is that an active member of the FMG, take the floor at UNEA
and other UNEP meetings.

We will push hard for members from the FMG, rather than other major
groups and stakeholders, to speak for all farmers when opportunities arise.
For online meetings, we will also encourage the use of video recordings to
facilitate representation from the Global South and to ensure that poor
connectivity does not cause problems.

Where seats at a meeting are limited or if more than one FMG member
wants to speak, Co-Facilitators will encourage interested members to reach
agreement. Where this is not possible, the Co-Facilitators will ask the FMG to
decide based on consensus.

Speakers representing the FMG during UNEP meetings will be selected
through a nomination process and will ensure diverse geographical
representation during speaking engagements The selection and nomination
process will be transparent and declared.

While only one previously agreed statement should be delivered on behalf of
the FMG, individual representatives of FMG member-organisations
accredited to UNEP are free to speak on behalf of their individual
organisation when UNEP rules and regulations allow.

In reaching consensus, each FMG accredited member organisation is
represented by a single vote.

e Responsibility

©)

©)

Members are willing to regularly contribute to the responsibilities of the
FMG, through sharing and exchanging ideas, experiences and perspectives
and supporting the Co-Facilitators as required.

Those representing the FMG at UNEP meetings and workshops should seek
to attain views of all members and will share a summary of the meeting with
the entire FMG within two weeks of the end of the meeting.



