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Core and Guiding Principles for the functioning of the FMG !

The United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) Farmers Major Group (FMG) is one of
nine (9) major groups that play an important role in providing expert input and advice on agenda-
setting, decision-making and implementation of resolutions and decisions of the Environment
Assembly. Authorized under section Il of Agenda 21, which was adopted by the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development in 1992, the Farmers Major Group provides input
and recommendations from farmer organizations across the globe on matters before the UNEP.
The FMG will follow the principles of democracy, consensus, transparency, fairness, equality, and
mutual respect.

FMG members are united in our shared goal in serving and protecting farmers rights while
enhancing the capacity of member states to design and implement environmental policies that
foster all dimensions of sustainability, uphold ecological integrity, and advance agricultural
solutions to global challenges and have adopted the following guiding principles as the framework
decision-making within the UNEP :

e Farmers must be at the center of all discussions and decision-making; significant input
will be needed from a wide range of farmers and farmers’ organizations who play a key role
in the implementation of the global environmental agenda and yet they often find themselves
at the receiving end of decisions taken elsewhere. The FMG will ensure that FMG is
represented in all UNEP meetings and processes as far as practicable.

e There is no “silver bullet” solution for enhancing the resilience of agriculture and food
systems: policymakers must embrace a human rights based systems approach that recognizes
the tremendous diversity of farming practices, agricultural landscapes and ecosystems and
enables farmers to utilize the best combination of local, indigenous, and farmer knowledge,
sustainable technology and practices that support their farming operations while combating
the triple planetary crisis of climate change, nature and biodiversity loss and pollution.The
solutions must underpin harmony between the rights of farmers, food production and
ecological integrity.

e Science and evidence-based decision making, in conjunction with farmer and indigenous
innovation, must be the foundation for the adoption of accessible and locally appropriate
technologies and practices for sustainable agricultural production.

! agreed to by consensus on 10/10/24. This is a living document to be reviewed by the FMG as
needed



e Since crops, livestock and production forest dominate the world’s land area, agriculture
systems must meet the food, nutrition and development needs of the present and the
future without depleting natural resources and while improving the management of natural
resources, by greatly enhancing ecosystem health by regenerating soils, watershed and
habitat for biodiversity at scale.

e Asreflected in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations, we should
mobilize innovation across all elements and participants in the food and agriculture
system, unlocking solutions that meet the whole set of production, environmental and social
well-being outcomes and reflect the needs and experience of farmers in their local contexts,
rather than relying on predetermined technologies, production types or design components.

e Adaptation strategies will require system approaches? that integrate the knowledge and
recommendations of farmers into relevant policy processes and investment decisions, which
could draw their effectiveness from a combination of a more productive and efficient use of
biodiversity and natural resources, a greater diversification of crops and breeds, and more
just, fair and equitable relationships across the value chain , leveraging the power of
technological innovation to respond to continuous short- and long-term changes in cultivated
and natural ecosystem conditions in the context of climate change. Adaptation strategies
must respect and enhance the financial integrity of farmers.

e Context-specific priorities and solutions must be aligned with local circumstances, cultural
norms and priorities, be determined based on the social, economic, and environmental
conditions at site (including the diversity in type and scale of agricultural activity), and be
subject to evaluation of potential synergies, trade-offs, and net benefits.

Thanks to hard work, indigenous and local knowledge, innovation and technology, and uncommon
collaboration among farmers, including ranchers, fishers, livestock care giver and foresters,®> who
make their living off the land, agriculture is poised to bloom, grow, and emerge as a primary
solution pathway towards the achievement of sustainable development goals.

The FMG is pleased to join this campaign and ensure that the experience of farmers from all over
the world can inspire and inform the global environment agenda in line with UNEP’s mission to
enable nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future
generations and small holders while combating the triple planetary crisis of climate change, nature
and biodiversity loss and pollution.”

2 Tittonell, P. (2014). Ecological intensification of agriculture—sustainable by nature. Current Opinion in
Environmental Sustainability, 8, 53-61.

3 The term farmers encompasses farmers, ranchers, fishers, foresters, orchardists, graziers, aquaculturalists, and all
those who are stewards of working landscapes. Working landscapes are agricultural croplands, grasslands,
orchards and forests, vineyards, fisheries, and other lands and waters that are managed for livelihoods and the
production of food, fiber, energy, and ecosystem services. The transformations that a farmer-led agriculture and
food systems renaissance brings require broad collaboration with industries, academia, civil society, and
policymakers to bring the best science and engineering innovations to system-level solutions.



