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SfL at UNFCCC COP 29 

Baku, Azerbaijan  

November 11-24, 2024 

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change convened for the 29th 

Conference of the Parties November 11-24 in Baku, Azerbaijan, where SfL’s Delegation was 

active across the Blue Zone. Although smaller than last year’s conference in Dubai, UAE, COP 

29 drew over 60,000 government officials, accredited observers, non-governmental organizations 

and media representatives, making it the second largest climate convention since the inaugural 

climate conference in Berlin, Germany in 1992. 

While agriculture and food systems were not high priority issues for COP 29 negotiations, they 

were a priority area of focus for the COP29 Presidency Team. In the negotiation track, the 

member states reached agreement, under the Sharm el-Sheikh Joint Work on Agriculture, on the 

structure and functions of an on-line portal to enable sharing of information and collaboration on 

climate smart agriculture policies, projects and initiatives. Negotiators also opened a path for 

carbon markets that could benefit farmers for delivering soil carbon sequestration services 

Further guidance on the mechanism established by Article 6, paragraph 4, of the Paris 

Agreement. While standards were adopted that could enable a UNFCCC backed global carbon 

market, many important market framework issues remain unresolved including baselines, 

additionality, leakage and permeance provisions. Although the parties remain divided over 

climate finance commitments, they did adopt a new collective quantified goal on climate finance 

to enable the scaling up of financing for developing countries from all public and private sources 

to at least USD 1.3 trillion per year by 2035. The Baku Finance Goal contains a core target 

for developed countries to take the lead on mobilizing at least $300 billion per year for 

developing countries by 2035, a tripling of current commitments.  

Other notable outcomes of COP 29 were the TRADE Call to Action - COP29 11.11.2024, which 

calls on governments to address critical trade barriers that limit the expansion of renewable 

energy markets and challenge meeting the goal of tripling renewable energy capacity by 2030; 

the release of the Sharm Adaptation Agenda Progress Report - Climate Champions, outlining 

progress made towards achieving the Sharm el-Sheikh Adaptation Agenda outcome targets, 

across areas including food and agriculture, health, human settlements, coastal and oceans, 

infrastructure, water and nature, planning and policy, and finance; the COP29 Declaration on 

Water for Climate Action, which calls upon stakeholders to take integrated approaches to combat 

the causes and impacts of climate change on water basins and water-related ecosystems, as well 

as to integrate water related mitigation and adaptation measures in national climate policies, 

including NDCs and NAPS; and the Food Systems Call To Action - Climate Champions which 

highlights actions to advance sustainable, regenerative, and equitable food systems. The 

UNFCCC Summary of Global Climate Action at COP 29 lists numerous new initiatives, 

declarations, reports, funding opportunities and other activities that were launched under the 

COP Presidency’s leadership.  

 

https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2024-SfL-COP-29-Delegation-Bios-and-Headshots.pdf
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=71c70d0e453b3c8ba2042ebe577cc055869ee0f7b926ac77dd8b0a7cfa5f6da7JmltdHM9MTczMzk2MTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=20934f9a-9448-662d-1203-5d78954a67e8&psq=COP+29+Presidnecy&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9jb3AyOS5hei9lbi9wcmVzaWRlbmN5L2NvcDI5LXByZXNpZGVuY3ktdGVhbQ&ntb=1
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/CMA_6_agenda%20item15b_AUV_2.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/CMA_6_agenda%20item15b_AUV_2.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cma2024_L22_adv.pdf
https://globalrenewablesalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/TRADE-Call-to-Action-COP29-11.11.2024-2.pdf
https://climatechampions.unfccc.int/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Sharm-Adaptation-Agenda-2024-Report.pdf
https://cop29.az/en/media-hub/news/cop29-presidency-launches-initiatives-to-focus-global-attention-and-accelerate-climate-action
https://cop29.az/en/media-hub/news/cop29-presidency-launches-initiatives-to-focus-global-attention-and-accelerate-climate-action
https://climatechampions.unfccc.int/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/1108-Food-Systems-Call-To-Action-Climate-Champions.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Summary_Global_Climate_Action_at_COP_29.pdf
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Despite the policy divides that continue to impede the attainment of global greenhouse gas 

emission reduction goals, SfL’s proactive interventions, over the course of the two-week COP, 

helped reorient much of the narrative about agriculture; successfully positioning farms, ranches 

and woodlands as important and underutilized solution pathways for meeting the co-joined 

challenges of climate change, food insecurity and biodiversity loss. 

 

We were also pleased that SfL’s core messages were amplified by other farm and value chain 

partner organizations that participated in the conference: 1) Farmers must be at the center of 

discussions and decisions; 2) Countries must enable outcomes, not prescribe practices; and 

3) Profitability is the key to unlocking solutions from the land. 

 

SfL in Action at COP 29 

 

SfL selected four thematic subjects for our primary messaging and advocacy work in COP 29. 

The topics we chose to focus on this year were: 

1. Renewable Biofuels- Solutions Pathways to Climate Change, Public Health, and 

Food Security Goals  

2. Invasive Species Driving Biodiversity Loss and Global Food Insecurity  

3. Scaling Circular Agricultural Bioeconomy Solutions for SDG attainment  

4. Dialogue for Climate Action: No Water, No Food Security 

In terms of our key messages, we successfully highlighted the role of renewable biofuels and 

the circular bioeconomy as pathways to net zero emissions. SfL’s farmer envoys and 

delegates effectively spotlighted policies and programs that can concurrently improve liquid 

transportation fuel quality, increase and accelerate emission reductions, improve public health, 

help achieve environmental justice goals, provide greater versatility, and improve reliability all at 

less cost. These interventions were in direct support of the COP 28 approved goal of tripling 

renewable energy production globally. We also spotlighted how climate change is increasing 

and accelerating negative impacts and threats from invasive species and biological pollution 

on the marine, terrestrial, and freshwater ecosystems around the world. To address this growing 

global challenge, we issued a call to action to elevate and expand cross-boundary public-

private sector efforts to harmonize and strengthen phytosanitary protocols and improve 

monitoring, prevention, exclusion, diagnostic, delimitation and eradication work across the 

globe. In the water arena, we stressed the need to foster alignment from Member States and other 

stakeholders across all sectors, industries, and interests to synergize commitments to climate 

resiliency with efforts to address water scarcity and quality concerns.  

SfL Events 

At COP 29 we organized and conducted four SfL Side Events in the Inter-American Institute for 

Cooperation on Agriculture’s Sustainable Agriculture in the America’s Pavilion to share 

knowledge and advance our pragmatic recommendations. A recap of each follows:  

1. Renewable Biofuels- Solutions Pathways to Climate Change, Public Health, and 

Food Security Goals Sustainable Agriculture of the Americas Pavilion November 13, 

2024; 13:00-14:00 

 

https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/COP_29-SfL-Side-Events.pdf
https://cop.iica.int/en/
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Co-organizers: U.S. Grains Council - Illinois Corn Growers - Growth Energy - POET - 

The Hormel Institute - USFRA 

 

Overview: COP 29 SfL Renewable Fuels Event  

View at: COP29- 3 Renewable Biofuels-Solutions- Nov 13 - YouTube 

▪ Moderator- Ernie Shea, Solutions from the Land 

▪ Gail Dennison- The Hormel Institute 

▪ Linda Schmid- U.S. Grains Council 

▪ Michael Crinion- USFRA 

 

2. Invasive Species Driving Biodiversity Loss and Global Food Insecurity; Sustainable 

Agriculture of the Americas Pavilion; November 14, 2024; 9:30-10:30 

 

Co-organizers: IICA - Caribbean Biodiversity Fund - USDA - USFRA 

Overview: COP 29 SfL Invasive Species Event  

View at: COP29- 6 Invasive Species Driving Biodiversity Loss and Global Food   

Insecurity 14 Nov. 

▪ Moderator- Lois Wright Morton, Solutions from the Land 

▪ Donna Lalli- Associate Administrator, APHIS/USDA 

▪ Dr. Ulrike Krauss, Caribbean Biodiversity Fund 

▪ Michael Crinion, USFRA (dairy farmer)  

▪ Hon. Jose Mai, Minister of Agriculture, Food Security & Enterprise, Belize   

▪ A.G. Kawamura, Solutions from the Land (fruit and vegetable farmer)  

 

3. Scaling Circular Agricultural Bioeconomy Solutions for SDG Attainment  

Sustainable Agriculture of the Americas Pavilion; November 16, 2024; 14:30-16:00 

Co-organizers: IICA, Food Tank, Circular Bioeconomy Systems Institute, Syngenta, 

Farm Journal Foundation, Plant Based Products Council, USSEC, BIO 

Overview: COP 29 SfL Circular Bioeconomy Event  

View at: COP29 - November 16th - Dialogue for climate action: Circular Bioeconomy 

▪ Moderator- Ernie Shea, Solutions from the Land 

▪ Keynote Message- David Jones, Chair, Circular Bioeconomy Systems Institute  

▪ Panel One: 

o James Glueck, Executive Director, Plant Based Products Council 

o Tamra Spielvogel, Director Climate Policy, BIO 

o Gene Stoel, farmer, USSEC 

o Lois Wright Morton, farmer, Solutions from the Land 

▪ Panel Two 

o Lloyd Day, Deputy Director General IICA, Representative Latin America 

Bioeconomy Network and IICA Bioeconomy Program 

o Grazi Parenti, Sustainability Director, South America, Syngenta 

o Bruno Abaurre, General Coordinator for Sustainable Development, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Brazil 

https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Renewable-Biofuels-Solution-Pathways-to-climate-change-public-health-and-food-security-goals-2024.10.18.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qharzEmnKOU
https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/COP-29-SfL-Invasive-Species-Event-2024.10.18.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FpufN_eND4c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FpufN_eND4c
https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/COP-29-SfL-Circular-Bioeconony-for-Climate-Smart-Planet.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zg8Ta62h-CI&list=PLcGYCk6nd25K98YC0Eo8JZJWcdKJX7p3e&index=2
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o Margaret Zeigler, IICA Representative in the United States 

 

4. Dialogue for Climate Action: No Water, No Food Security 

Sustainable Agriculture of the Americas Pavilion; November 18, 2024; 10:30-12:00 

 

Co-Organizers: IICA, Food Tank, USA Rice, Bayer, Canadian Cattle Association, 

Foundation for Food and Agricultural Research, Farm Journal Foundation 

Overview: COP 29 SfL Water Event 

View at: COP29 - November 18th - Dialogue for climate action: No water, No food 

security 

▪ Moderator- Danielle Nierenberg, Food Tank 

▪ Keynote message- Jerry Hatfield, retired head, USDA Natural Resources and the 

Environment Laboratory (prerecorded message) 

▪ Farmer Panel 

o Brad Doyle- SfL/USSEC  

o Kyle Bridgeforth - SfL and FFAR  

o Marilyn Hersey- USFRA  

o Bob Lowe- Canadian Cattle Association 

▪ Intersession Keynote: Dina Saleh, Regional Director, IFAD  

▪ Panel Two (Policy and Finance Panel) 

o Mark Isbell- farmer, SfL and USA Rice  

o Natasha Santos- Bayer Crop Science, Head of Sustainability & Strategic 

Engagement 

o Rashad Huseynov- Director, Agricultural Economics Research Center, 

Ministry of Agriculture, Azerbaijan 

Other events and interventions 

In addition, SfL delegates participated in several high profile events including one hosted by 

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack at the U.S. Center, where SfL Farmer Envoy Kyle 

Bridgeforth participated; a “Dialogue between the government, stakeholders, and NGOs is 

key to results in the climate area”; an event held at the Danish COP pavilion that examined 

Demark’s new carbon tax on livestock Agreement on a Green Denmark FINAL (Mark Isbell); a 

FAO/CGIAR Pavilion event titled “Is net zero within reach” (AG Kawamura); and the off-site 

Agri-Food Systems Summit, sponsored by Climate Action Partners (AG Kawamura).  

The SfL team also had multiple impromptu side meetings and conversations with global and 

national climate and food system leaders including Kaveh Zahedi, the Director of FAO’s Office 

of Climate Change, Biodiversity and the Environment; Inger Andersen, Under-Secretary-General 

of the United Nations and Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme; 

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack; Manuel Ortero, Director General  of the Inter-

American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA); Jose Mai, the Minister of Agriculture, 

Food Security & Enterprise, Belize, and Martin Frick, Director of the World Food Programs 

Global Office. 

SfL Delegate Event Links  

• USDA Food, Ag, and Water Day (Nov 19) Part 1 (Kyle Bridgforth’s panel begins at the 

16.30 min mark) 

https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/COP_29-Water-is-the-Face-of-Climate-Change-2024.11.4.24.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OkOHaMnov8M&list=PLcGYCk6nd25K98YC0Eo8JZJWcdKJX7p3e&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OkOHaMnov8M&list=PLcGYCk6nd25K98YC0Eo8JZJWcdKJX7p3e&index=3
https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Agreement-on-a-Green-Denmark-FINAL.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3cOHEcXaICg
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• USDA Food, Ag, and Water Day (Nov 19) Part 2 
 

SfL Partner Events 

• All US Center Events 

• IICA COP29- 5 Dialogue for climate action: The future of agriculture - Nov 13 

• IICA COP 29- Dialogue for Climate Action: Farmers’ Voices in the Fight Against 

Climate Change, Nov. 13 

• IICA Dialogue for Climate Action: Farmer Voices in the fight against climate change  

• IICA From Baku to Belem 

 

Additional COP 29 Resources 

SfL Delegates  COP 29 SfL Delegation 

Photos: COP 29 Pictures 

Statements, blogs and social media posts: 

▪ SfL Facebook page  

▪ Solutions from the Land Statement on COP29 Outcomes - Solutions from the Land 

▪ AGK_COP29Reflections2024Nov 

▪ Advancing Climate Week NYC: SfL’s Role in the Global Climate Conversation - 

Solutions from the Land 

 

High Level/Overarching Positions 

• Farmers Constituency high level statement- COP29_joint_position_UNFCCC_Farmers 

Constituency 

• SfL guiding principles- SfL Food System Guiding Principles 

 

SfL Strategy for Influencing Decision Making and Outcomes: 

• Build, support, facilitate, enable aligned partners to achieve shared goals. 

• Engaging with and through private sector allies; and 

• Aligned or potential partner member countries 

SfL Historical Engagement 

SfL has been participating in UNFCCC COPs since 2009, earning official standing as a “non-

party” observer in 2019. We have successfully recruited and supported a growing cadre of other 

agricultural organizations that are now engaged in the UNFCCC, championing agriculture as an 

untapped climate change solution pathway. 

Going forward, SfL will continue to share our vision, across multiple UN system platforms, of a 

21st Century Agricultural Renaissance, where sustainable farms, ranches and forests not only 

improve food and nutrition security, but concurrently deliver high-value ecosystem services.  

Ways to Partner with Us 

Interested in partnering with Solutions from the Land in 2025? Please contact SfL President 

Ernie Shea to understand how we can best work together in addressing food insecurity, 

biodiversity loss, climate change and other important issues. Ernie can be reached at 401-952-

0123, or by email at Eshea@SolutionsfromtheLand.org  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C1lw3HX2scM&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheUSCenter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3sEDUm-TFX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJ2cWjU77KI&t=21s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJ2cWjU77KI&t=21s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCUp14SL0N4&t=19s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XREyLXFCZH0
https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2024-SfL-COP-29-Delegation-Bios-and-Headshots.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10m6G9yAjdanyVIG-BYrQnuCblLBNiE97?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/Solutions-from-the-Land-139575242882915/
https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/news/solutions-from-the-land-statement-on-cop29-outcomes/
https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/AGK_COP29Reflections2024Nov.pdf
https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/blog/advancing-climate-week-nyc-sfls-role-in-the-global-climate-conversation/
https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/blog/advancing-climate-week-nyc-sfls-role-in-the-global-climate-conversation/
https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/241021_COP29_joint_position_UNFCCC_-Farmers_constituency.pdf
https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/241021_COP29_joint_position_UNFCCC_-Farmers_constituency.pdf
https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/SfL-Food-System-Guiding-Principles.pdf
https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/reports/
mailto:Eshea@SolutionsfromtheLand.org

