
30 May 2024 
 
Dear H.E. Mukthar Babayev 
 
Thank you for your leadership since taking on the role of COP President Designate and for the early and 
proactive engagement of your team with the observer constituencies.  
 
As we continue our preparations for COP29, we take this opportunity to highlight the key policy areas that 
are crucial for the Farmers’ Constituency: 
 

1. Urgent need to make progress on the Sharm el-Sheik joint work on implementation of climate 
action on agriculture and food security (SSJW). The inability to agree on the roadmap at both SB58 
and COP28 represents a setback for farmers and thwarts our ambition to be part of the solution in 
addressing climate change. It is imperative that the COP29 Presidency works to ensure tangible 
progress in these negotiations. 

2. Farmers as key partners in policy development and implementation. The first GST did not 
acknowledge the vital role farmers play. We urge you to encourage Parties to ensure that farmers 
and their organised structures have meaningful and effective participation in defining NDC goals and 
objectives, and other relevant policy frameworks to raise credible ambition and action in agriculture 
and food systems. Farmers' involvement is crucial for ensuring that NDCs are both practical and 
effective, leveraging their firsthand experience and knowledge.  Policies need to be flexible and 
adaptive to local contexts, ensuring they are inclusive of various farming systems and practices. 

3. A ‘Finance COP for Farmers’. We have heard you describe this as the ‘Finance COP’. For it to become 
a reality, we urge you to ensure that this becomes the ‘Finance COP for Farmers’.  Climate change is 
affecting all four pillars of food security and is significantly disrupting the livelihoods of farmers and 
rural communities. COP29 must deliver, at the highest level, an uplift in different sources of finance 
and investment going directly to farmers to empower the agricultural sector to meet the scale of the 
challenge ahead. Farmers must be prioritised in the L&D Fund and farmers’ organised structures 
must be partners and co-designers of finance programmes rather than mere project beneficiaries. 

 
We very much appreciated the funding to support the participation of a constituency representative from a 
LDC/SIDS to attend SB58 and COP28. Both events for the first time presented valuable opportunities for 
individuals to share insights and listen to Parties, the COP Presidency team, and fellow observers.  We hope 
that such funding shall be made available and even increased for future COPs to enable those with limited 
resources to actively participate. 
 
The Farmers’ Constituency is eager to work with you to deliver long-lasting outcomes at COP29 and looks 
forward to discussing these priorities in Bonn.   
 
Many thanks, 
Yours sincerely 
 
The Farmers’ Constituency 
 
The UNFCCC Farmers’ constituency represents crop and livestock farmers, horticultural growers, pastoralists, foresters, 
ranchers, aqua-culturists, farmers organisations and co-operatives, farm workers, family farmers and businesses, 
women farmers, young farmers, indigenous farmers, landowners, and tenants, in all their diversity producing food, fibre 
and energy, from smallholder farmers to those managing large areas of land, and including agricultural and other NGOs 
supporting farmers on the ground. 


