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UNFCCC Farmers’ Constituency submission to the UNFCCC Secretariat 

Experience and Lessons Learned in Relation to Conducting the First Global Stocktake 

The UNFCCC Farmers’ Constituency represents farmers of all sizes, geographies and demographics, in all 

their diversity striving to produce food, fibre and energy for all, contributing their unique experiences and 

solutions to the global effort to tackle climate change whilst ensuring food security. 

We appreciate this opportunity to submit information on our experience and lessons learned from the first-

ever Global Stocktake (GST). 

Overall, we welcomed the active involvement of farmers and all other Constituencies in the GST, 

especially in the ‘technical phase’. 

 In particular, we appreciated: 

• The flexible approach of co-facilitators and participants, leading to some creative approaches 

encouraging sharing of experiences and problem-solving; 

• The direct engagement of the co-facilitators with observer constituencies, which fostered trust 

and collaboration; 

• The focus on scientific evidence and holistic consideration of mitigation and means of 

implementation. 

However, we were disappointed to see that our recommendations were only partially reflected in the 

GST outcome agreed at COP28. 

In line with the provisions of the Paris Agreement, the document recognizes “the fundamental priority of 

safeguarding food security and ending hunger” and the vulnerability of food production systems to the 

adverse impacts of climate change. Par. 55 stresses the importance of systemic (“integrated, multi-sectoral”) 

solutions for climate change adaptation, explicitly mentioning “sustainable agriculture” and “resilient food 

systems”. This was supported by a call to “increase ambition and enhance adaptation action and support” 

to “[attain] climate-resilient food and agricultural production (…) as well as increasing sustainable and 

regenerative production” (par. 63b). Remarkably, par. 70 “highlights the need to strengthen policy guidance, 

incentives, regulations and enabling conditions to reach the scale of investments required” and Par. 101 

“underlines the fundamental role of technology development and transfer” for the achievement of such 

objectives. 

Farmers welcomed the explicit mention of agriculture as part of the climate solution and the call for 

greater ambition and action to increase the climate resilience of our sectors. 

The fact that the document does not mention agriculture in the context of climate change mitigation is a 

missed opportunity to recognize the uniqueness of our sector in both adapting to and mitigating the 

impact of climate change. Furthermore, the document fell short of providing clear guidance to Parties on 

raising credible ambition and action for our sectors through active engagement of farmers in the definition 

of goals and objectives which are achievable and quantifiable. The text does not make any reference to the 

protection of farmers’ rights, the well-being of rural communities and the unique biological nature of farms 

in the development of climate solutions nor in the response to loss and damage (Chapter D). In fact, 

‘farmers’ are never mentioned in the GST outcome, not even in par. 158, which lists key actors who can 

contribute to the collective progress towards the goals of the Paris Agreement. 

Once again, the important role and engagement of farmers in addressing and responding to climate 

change and the need for Parties to meaningfully engage farmers in climate policies and actions was 

ostensibly not recognized. 
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We took note that “farmers” were not considered a priority community of interest and ask for an 

explanation as to why. While farmers are on the front line of climate change, we are much more than “front 

line actors” as some have labelled us. Farmers are at the intersection of the food and climate agenda and 

farmers are the missing link between high-level commitments to more resilient food systems and action on 

the ground to sustainably produce enough food while striving to adapt to the impacts of climate change. 

Farmers are key to achieve the objective of the Paris Agreement as stated in Art.2 and specified in Art.2(b): 

“in a manner that does not threaten food production”. As such, farmers are an integral part of the climate 

solution and their participation in the UNFCCC process is instrumental in both raising climate ambition and 

improving resilience while ensuring food and nutrition security. As a representative of our Constituency said 

in a passionate intervention at a COP28 Plenary Session, rather than actors on the stage of humanity, 

“farmers build the stage that allows humanity to exist and act out the tragedy, drama or enlightenment of 

our existence.”  

While “farmers” were not included in the GST outcome, we reiterate our commitments and efforts to 

work together with the COP Presidencies,  High Level Champions and above all the Parties to ensure that 

our experiences and solutions are put at the center of climate strategies and actions. 

Looking forward to the next GST, we could hope to see: 

• Continued improvements in the transparency in the GST process; 

• Adequate time for the ‘Political Phase’ of the GST, so to allow Parties to thoroughly consider the 

implications of the findings of the technical assessment, including the contributions of farmers and 

other stakeholders; 

• The inclusion of ‘farmers’ in the GST outcome through a formal recognition of the important role 

of farmers and the need for Parties to meaningfully engage with them in climate policies and 

actions. 

In the meantime, farmers are eager to engage with the COP28, COP29 and COP30 Presidencies, 

governments and other relevant stakeholders to:  

• Resolve the current impasse in the negotiations on the Sharm el-Sheikh joint work on 

implementation of climate action in agriculture and food security (SSJW) at the next available 

opportunity at SB60, so to shift the focus on concrete challenges and support needed by farmers on 

the ground. 

• Contribute to the adoption of a new collective goal on climate finance at COP29 in November in 

Baku, Azerbaijan, so to unleash the great potential that agriculture and its people have in adapting 

and mitigating to climate change. 

• Stimulate ambition in the next round of nationally determined contributions (NDCs) due to be 

submitted in early 2025 ahead of COP30, so to enable the scale-up and uptake of locally 

appropriate, science-based, and outcomes-focused solutions. 


