
 
 

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS ON TRANSITIONAL PATHWAYS TOWARD 

SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS THAT ENSURE FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION 

 

Solutions from the Land (SfL), a farmer-led organization, builds and facilitates state, national and global 

initiatives and alliances through which farmers, ranchers, foresters and collaborating partners showcase 

examples of innovation and proactively advocate for policies, partnerships, investments and research that 

will enable agricultural landscapes to deliver near-term, cost-effective, integrated solutions to global 

mega-challenges: food and energy security; sustainable economic development; and environmental 

improvement. 

 

Our experience working with multi-stakeholder agricultural land management collaboratives at the 

regional, state, national and global level has shown us there is no silver bullet approach or technology to 

enable farms, ranches and forests to achieve global sustainable development goals. Land management 

policies must embrace a systems approach that recognizes the tremendous diversity of agricultural 

landscapes and ecosystems and enables producers to utilize the systems and practices that best support 

their farming operations. 

 

As reflected in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations, outcomes (rather than 

means) applicable to any scale of enterprise must be emphasized, without predetermining technologies, 

production type or design components. In alignment with this imperative, SfL offers the following 

recommendations and suggested edits to the Zero Draft CFS Policy on AGROECOLOGY AND 

OTHER INNOVATIVE APPROACHES FOR SUSTAIANBLE FOOD SYSTEMS THAT 

ENSURE FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION.  

 

Introductory point #4 (page 2) - Insert “science-based, proven and” before “innovative approaches” 

 

Introductory point #6 (page 3) - Insert in 2nd to last sentence “farmers at all scales” so it reads, 

“Digitalization can support farmers at all scales especially smallholders in improving their resource 

management and competitiveness.”  

 

Introductory point #8 (page 3) - Last sentence, insert “science-based and” before the phrase “innovative 

approaches” so it reads, “Impact assessments are crucial for understanding the impacts of science-based 

and innovative approaches on food system sustainability….” 

Policy Recommendation 1. (Page 4)- Strike “agroecological and other innovative approaches” and 

replace with "proven, pragmatic and science based approaches and techniques, including agroecology and 

other innovations". 

Recommendation 11) - strike the word “innovations” in the first sentence and replace with “approaches 

and techniques” 

Recommendation 13) - strike “through agroecological and other innovative approaches” and replace 

with “approaches and techniques”. 
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Recommendation 19) - strike “favoring” in line three and replace with “including”. 

Recommendation 27) - insert “proven and” before innovative in line one. 

Recommendation 28) - insert “all scales of enterprises, including” so it reads “Support all scales of 

enterprises including small and medium sized ones that provide goods and services for diversified and 

resilient food systems.” 

Recommendation III, page 6- insert “science-based and” in front of  the phrase “innovative approaches” 

Recommendation 43) - strike in line two “agroecological and other innovative approaches” and replace 

with "proven, pragmatic and science based approaches and techniques, including agroecology and other 

innovations". 

 

Recommendation 65) - strike in line two ”agroecological and other innovative approaches” and replace 

with "proven, pragmatic and science based approaches and techniques, including agroecology and other 

innovations". 

 

SfL at Work 

SfL originated as a dialogue led by a team of respected agriculture, forestry, conservation, academic, and 

industry leaders who came together in 2009—as an outgrowth of clean energy discussions facilitated by 

the 25x’25 Alliance—to explore integrated land management solutions across these sectors that can help 

meet food security, economic development, climate change, and conservation of biodiversity goals. A key 

outcome and area of focus for SfL’s inception was the development of a Pathways Report highlighting 

systems that create value and reward farmers for the full range of services they deliver from the land.  

Solutions from the Land was incorporated on May 1, 2014, as a not-for-profit corporation focused on land-

based solutions to global challenges. SfL’s nationwide network of farmer-led initiatives provides a powerful 

platform that connects with a diverse audience, inspires farmers to do more, and mobilizes public demand 

and support. 

For more on Solutions from the Land, click HERE. 

 

 

http://www.sfldialogue.net/pathways_report.html
http://www.sfldialogue.net/SFL/SfL_Vision.pdf

