2024.01.31

2024.01.31 UNEA 6 21 DRAFT resolutions posted Jan 17t
SfL statements and comments

The following are UNEA-6 draft Resolutions of interest/priority to Solutions from the Land.

SfL has published a number of documents that inform our positions on the themes of these resolutions.

Below we have excerpted some of SfL prior statements/principles and the document where they are found as a
basis for formulating SfL statements related to the UNEA 6 Resolutions.

Overview

Cluster A Abating pollution and promoting sound management of chemicals & waste
Combines draft resolutions relation to abating pollution and promoting sound management of
chemical & waste

Resolutions

L9 #1 highly hazardous pesticides

L13 #2 sound management of chemical and waste
(plastics, fertilizers, pesticides)

Cluster B Halting and reversing the loss of nature while restoring ecosystems
Combines draft resolutions relating to halting & reversing the loss of nature while restoring
ecosystems

Resolutions

L18 #6 strengthen water policies for SD in context of climate, biodiversity loss and pollution

L6 #7 halt land degradation, retore degraded lands and increase ecosystem and communities resilience
to drought

L10 #8 Standards, norms and criteria for the implementation of nature based solutions for supporting
sustainable development

L5 #9 Sustainable manage of cascade systems (lakes, wetlands, water cycle, water scarcity)

Cluster C International environmental governance
Combines draft resolutions relating to international environmental governance

Resolutions

L12 #14 Promoting synergistic approaches to address triple crisis of climate change biodiversity loss and
pollution in support of sustainable development (sponsored by Japan)

Cluster D Addressing root causes of triple planetary crisis
Combines draft resolutions relation to address root causes of climate change, nature and biodiversity
loss, and pollution

Resolutions

L19 #16 stepping up effort for enhancing the circular economy domestically, regionally, and globally

L15 #17 follow up to UNEA resolution 5/12 on environmental aspects of mineral and metals management

L11 #19 sustainable lifestyles

Cluster E Procedural, budgetary and administrative matter | didn’t identify any of direct SfL interest
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SfL STATEMENTS & ANNOTATIONS FROM SfL PUBLISHED
POSITIONS/INTERVENTIONS

Cluster A Abating pollution and promoting sound management of chemicals & waste

Combines draft resolutions relation to abating pollution and promoting sound management of
chemical & waste

L9 #1 Highly Hazardous Pesticides Resolution

SfL statement.
Two friendly amendments proposed to the Draft Resolution on Highly Hazardous Pesticides UNEA 6 L9 :
1. theinsertion of “science-based” identification and sound management of chemical & waste

Welcoming ICCM5 Resolution V/11 on highly hazardous pesticides that endorses the
formation of a global alliance on highly hazardous pesticides, and Target A7 of the Global
Framework on Chemicals — For a planet free of harm from chemicals and waste, that by 2035,
stakeholders committed to have taken effective measures to science-based identification and
evidence of highly hazardous pesticides and the phasing out of HHP in agriculture where the risks
have not been managed and where science-based safer alternatives are available; and to promote
transition to, and make available those alternatives.

4.Encourages governments and all relevant stakeholders to become partners of the

voluntary, multi-stakeholder, Global Alliance on Highly Hazardous Pesticides, with the goal of
taking effective measures to science-based identification and evidence of highly hazardous
pesticides and the phasing out highly hazardous pesticides in agriculture where the risks have not
been managed and where science-based safer and affordable alternatives are available; and to
promote transition to and make available those alternatives.

2. theinsertion in Highly Hazardous Pesticide UNEA 6 L9 Resolution  “residues that persist in the
environment”

1.Encourages governments, that have not yet done so, to develop, adopt and implement
legislation/regulations, to eliminate highly hazardous pesticides and their residues that
persist in the environment, and the risks such substances pose, especially to vulnerable
groups, including pregnant women, infants and children;
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Cluster A
L13 #2 Sound Management of Chemical and Waste Resolution

SFL Statement on plastics

The growing concerns around plastics and their ubiquitous use in almost all aspects of human activity and
material use, will have significant consequences for agriculture and the global food system. If a prescribed and
mandated reduction of plastic use is envisioned in the near future, the disruptive impacts to food production,
processing, food safety, storage, transportation, wholesale, food service and retail distribution will be felt in the
absence of sound and safe replacement materials. New material replacements to plastics developed with new
or old technologies will require significant testing and life cycle analysis before implementation can occur.
Agriculture is always ready to embrace new and sustainable tools and technologies and will be actively seeking
replacement products in transition. However, similar to pesticides and fertilizers, replacement plastic products
must be effective and reliable in order to ensure productivity and marketability.

Friendly amendments proposed to Sound Management of Chemical and Waste Resolution UNEA L13
1. theinsertion of “science-based” identification and sound management of chemical & waste
2. theinsertion in the proposed Sound Management of Chemical and Waste UNEA L13 Resolution
“monitoring and remediation of harmful residuals that persist in the environment”

Welcoming the resolution of the World Health Assembly on the impact of chemical, waste and pollution on
human health and recognizing in particular the importance of science-based sound chemicals management for
human health, the key role of WHO in providing leadership and coordination on the human health aspects of the
sound management of chemicals throughout their life cycle including monitoring and remediation of harmful
residuals that persist in the environment , and the necessity of health sector participation in and contribution to
these efforts,

Annex to the Resolution
I. Objective of the Special Programme

1. The objective of the Special Programme is to support country-driven institutional
strengthening at the national level, in the context of an integrated approach to address the
financing of science-based sound management of chemicals and wastes, taking into account the
national development strategies, plans and priorities of each country, to increase sustainable
public institutional capacity for the science-based sound management of chemicals and wastes
throughout their life cycle including monitoring and remediation of harmful residuals that persist
in the environment. Institutional strengthening under the Special Programme will facilitate and
enable the implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions, the Minamata
Convention, and the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management and the Global
Framework on Chemicals - For a planet free of harm from chemicals and waste (hereinafter
referred to as “the Instruments”).

Concept note for the proposed resolution on sound management of chemicals and waste UNEA 6 L13
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Issues of concern: In response to resolution 4/8 of the UN Environment Assembly, UNEP
developed an Assessment Report on Issues of Concern with the aim to inform the
international community about the current situation of specific chemicals and waste issues of

concern, based on a review of published scientific evidence.

SfL- Consider adding to the issues of concern in the concept note: “monitoring of harmful
chemical residuals in the environment and remediate”. While the term “Waste” can encompass
residuals that remain in the environment, we often perceive the term “waste” as production
byproducts and stockpiles in substantive quantities and easily overlook the harmful

environmental residuals of chemicals in water and soil.

Cluster B Halting and reversing the loss of nature while restoring ecosystems
Combines draft resolutions relating to halting & reversing the loss of nature while restoring
ecosystems

Resolutions
L18 #6 strengthen water policies for SD in context of climate, biodiversity loss and pollution

SfL statement.

There is a need to locally and globally do a better job of understanding and managing the water cycle,
reestablish the biodiversity of riparian zones and watersheds, mitigate and eliminate water pollutants and
seek nature-based solutions. This means we must acknowledge and prioritize through scientific research,
experiential and indigenous knowledge and public and private funding of infrastructure and practices so as to be
able to effectively respond to the extreme variations in the hydrologic cycle marked by drought; evapotran-
spiration; increased and more intense precipitation events; erosive runoff; sediment transfers to rivers and
oceans; and increasing degradation of soil and water resources. Changes in the water cycle are iteratively driven
by changes in weather and climate, land uses, vegetation and human land, water, and water reuse
management. These cascading events in conjunction with shifts in the timing, intensity and volume of rain and
snowpack in turn influence land surface erosion from flowing water, saturated and ponded soils, water storage
capacity and flooding. While pressure is growing to ‘solve’ current urban and environmental water shortages by
simply moving water away from irrigated agriculture, a diversified water management portfolio that provides
benefits to multiple use sectors is needed. Emphasize protective roles of vegetation and soil in filtering and
conserving water resources and ensuring quality, water recycling, nutrient management in public and private
water systems, watershed management, desalination, and water transfers, while concurrently prioritizing
investments in modernized conveyance, groundwater storage, and surface storage projects.

[source. 21°t Century Agricultural Renaissance: Solutions from the Land 2022 url...; ].

L6 #7 halt land degradation, restore degraded lands and increase ecosystem and communities resilience to
drought
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SfL statement.

Invasive species impacts affect nearly all aspects of the natural and man-made environment. Degradation of
forests, deserts and wetlands due to invasive plants, insects and animals is occurring at an unprecedented level
as phytosanitary infrastructure for prevention, exclusion, detection and eradication remains woefully
underfunded in most countries, including the United States.

Recommendation to include in the resolution: There is an urgent need to create, support and finance cross
boundary uncommon private-public collaborative governance to create integrated large landscape level
solutions to land degradation and restoration under increasingly variable local and global climatic conditions.
Cross-boundary uncommon collaboration is defined as relationships across multiple political jurisdictions; across
geographic landforms and watershed reaches; across social, economic and ethnic cultures, ideas and
perspectives; across sectors and disciplines. Participants in these collaboratives must commit to finding common
ground, engage in finding solutions, share in decision making, and work to bridge differences and build strong
relationships that build collective capacity to address difficult and complex landscape level challenges and
implement solutions.

Rationale: Stopping land degradation, restoration of degraded lands and improvements in ecosystem and
communities resilience to drought requires uncommon collaboration among many stakeholders and the
integration of private lands and public protected areas in planning, design and implementation of effective
strategies across working landscapes. How climatic disruptions, drought, land degradation and restoration in
working landscapes are managed is shaped by social understandings and experiences with complex biophysical
phenomenon, diffusion of scientific and technical knowledge, distribution of critical resources, and social
processes that enable cooperative solutions to be developed and acted upon. Intra-seasonal variabilities
between drought and extreme precipitation events present new uncertainties and biophysical, economic and
social disruptions to forest-grassland ecologies and arid landscapes. Public land managers and private
landowners and farmers are concerned about wildfire, water runoff and soil erosion, loss of soil moisture and
water resources, expansion of exotic revegetation of species, loss of native habitat for wildlife, increased
pressure of annual grasses and encroachment of woody shrubs that can perpetuate loss of water sources and
wildfire cycles. Many of these large scale landscapes are multi-jurisdictional, private working lands and public
lands entailing multiple national, regional and hyperlocal cross agency boundaries with uneven levels of
resources, communication, cooperation and conflict.

To halt land degradation, restore landscape and increase ecosystem and communities resilience to drought
requires integrated large landscape collaboration. Large scale adaptive management involves decisions ranging
from emergency-crisis response to proactive preparations based on historical trends to anticipatory planning
and adaptation based on integrating science, on-the-ground experiential knowledge, and expectations of future
changes never before experienced. Diverse ownership and fragmented jurisdictions can be barriers to
adaptation and restoration capacities to mitigate impacts to vulnerable landscapes already degraded.
Cooperative management across multi-jurisdictional land helps people think and act beyond local interests to
find solutions to creating resilient healthy large-scale landscapes.

SfL working paper. 2024. Cross-Boundary Collaboration in Large-Landscape Management: Anticipating and
Planning for Climate Disruption and Continuous Change in US West Grassland-Forest Working Landscapes

L10 #8 Standards, norms and criteria for the implementation of nature based solutions for supporting
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sustainable development

SfL statement.

21° century local and global agriculture and forestry systems produce far more than food, energy and fiber.
They also provide a large variety of nature-based solutions to filtering and storing water, capturing carbon;
enhancing wildlife and biodiversity; generating employment and household and community wealth and well-
being. Standards, norms and criteria for implementing nature-based solutions in support of the UNSDGs must
include farmers, who are the beginning of the food chain, who work the lands and waters for their livings, and
are center of any model whose goal is sustainable and resilient nature based systems locally local and globally.

SfL proposes the following core norms and guiding principles for the development of standards and criteria for
nature based solutions:

1. Farmers, ranchers and foresters—as targets of national and global policies and regulations—have
systematic opportunities both within and outside of typical policymaking structures to provide significant
input to problem identification and solution design in advance of nature-based policy and regulatory
mandates, through discussions and development of recommendations with decision makers (NACSAA 2020;
Nieuwkoop 2020).

2. Context-specific priorities and nature-based solutions must be aligned with national policies and
priorities, based on the social, economic, and environmental conditions determined at site (including the
diversity in type and scale of agricultural and forestry activities), and subject to evaluation of potential
synergies, tradeoffs and net benefits (NACSAA 2015).

3. Nature-based solutions must concurrently improve production efficiency per unit of land and water and
ecosystem/habitat-enhancing production and management practices if agricultural and forestry systems
are to meet multiple UNSDGs--the food, nutrition and fiber needs of the future; greatly enhance ecosystem
health by regenerating soils, watersheds, and habitat for biodiversity at scale; and serve as a critical sink for
greenhouse gases (Campbell et al. 2014; GFFA 2021).

4. Farmer, rancher, and forester profitability is a central component of any nature-based plan to transform
agricultural and forestry systems to meet climate and other sustainable development goals, regardless of
farm size. If farmers, ranchers and foresters cannot make a living, they will not be able to deliver the SDG
outcomes that society hopes or expects (GFFA 2021).

5. Effective nature-based adaptation strategies require system approaches that are scale-appropriate and
utilize a combination of improved efficiency, substitution (e.g. new crop varieties and breeds), and
redesign/system transformation, to reflexively respond to continuous short- and long-term changes in
climate’s impacts on cultivated and natural ecosystem conditions (Tittonell 2014; Pretty 2018). Integrated
methods in crop modeling (see, e.g., AgMIP; Rosenzweig et al., 2013) for current or future conditions are
tools that enable the evaluation of possible benefits and trade-offs for consideration of policymakers.

6. Science-based practices and technologies, in conjunction with farmers’, ranchers’, and foresters’
experiential knowledge and indigenous innovation, are the foundation for nature-based adaptation,
adoption and mitigation of climate smart agriculture, and the creation of nature based transformational
production systems (USDA 2021; SfL 2013).
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7. Uncommon collaborations are needed to implement nature based solutions in practice. Multi-stakeholder
collaborative models— inclusive of government, the private sector, academia, agriculture, food systems,
forestry and aquaculture sectors, and civil society at appropriate landscape levels (watershed, country,
region, etc.)—should be used to develop, implement, and monitor land and water uses and management
policies that enable priority economic, social, and environmental outcomes (GFFA 2021).

[source. 21°t Century Agricultural Renaissance: Solutions from the Land 2022 .
L5 #9 Sustainable manage of cascade systems (lakes, wetlands, water cycle, water scarcity)

SfL statement.

Tank Cascade Systems are a traditional infrastructure used by farmers and rural communities in Sri Lanka, India
and Indonesia to proactively adapt to interannual and intra-seasonal variability of water abundance and water
scarcity. This series of small reservoirs connected by canal to store rainwater for crop irrigation and other
household and community water needs enables farmers to better manage extreme variations and climate
uncertainties in their water cycle.

Solutions from the Land, a farmer led NFP proposes the following friendly amendments to the Sustainable
Management of Cascade Systems Resolution UNEA-6 L5

1. Call out the extreme variations in the water cycle that are sources of water scarcity

PP5- Taking note of water scarcity is a major challenge for many countries, especially for the agricultural sector;
and one of the possible solutions is to proactively adapt to the extreme variability in the water cycle by storing
water during rainy seasons for use during dry periods when water is scarce by rehabilitating and improving the
traditional tank cascade systems that are found in some countries like Sri Lanka, India and Indonesia, which is a
series of small reservoirs that are connected by canals to store rainwater for crop irrigation and other household
and community water purposes.

OP 1. Urge relevant member countries to protect, conserve, adapt and improve sustainable management of the
variability of their water cycle by restoring and improving traditional Cascade Systems infrastructures, thereby
addressing aspects such as water scarcity, water quality, sedimentation and aquatic biodiversity, through
integrated management at all levels;

2. The importance of placing indigenous farmers at the center of concerted efforts to adapt to the
variability in their water cycle; and restore and improve traditional Cascade Systems to ensure water
availability

OP 3. Urge to involve all stakeholders, especially indigenous farmers with local experience as well as universities
and research centres, private sector and non-governmental organizations, in concerted efforts to improve and
implement sustainable management of Cascade systems infrastructure;

OP 5. Request to develop international networking and collaboration among farmers and other stakeholders for
integrated sustainable and climate-resilient cascade management;
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Cluster C International environmental governance
Combines draft resolutions relating to international environmental governance

Resolutions
L12 #14 Promoting synergistic approaches to address triple crisis of climate change biodiversity loss and
pollution in support of sustainable development (sponsored by Japan)

SfL Statement.

To effectively promote synergistic approaches to address the triple crisis of climate change biodiversity loss
and pollution in support of sustainable development there is a need to move towards agricultural and forestry
system resilience to achieve the SDGs.

SfL proposes the following priority system-level actions involving policies, markets, research, and knowledge-
sharing activities in support of synergic approaches:

1.Develop and enable diversified and sustainable agricultural intensification production strategies appropriate
to different geographies; ecosystems and watersheds; cultures; a wide variety of farm types and scales; and
possible changes in future conditions. These solutions can produce high quality protein, grains, and fruits and
vegetables, and reconnect with production processes that reintegrate livestock, orchards and forests,
aquaculture, and crop agriculture as systems to better recycle nutrients on existing lands.

2.Improve understanding and management of the water cycle, water pollutants and nature based solutions.
Acknowledge and prioritize through funding, infrastructure, and practices the extreme variations in the
hydrologic cycle marked by drought; evapotranspiration; increased and more intense precipitation events;
erosive runoff; sediment transfers to rivers and oceans; and increasing degradation of soil and water resources.

3.Integrate climate adaptation and mitigation strategies in climate smart agriculture and food systems
assessments, research, and technologies, with special attention to a larger number of individual food crops and
other products with regional, cultural, and ecological importance to food security, nutrition, and livelihoods
(Porter et al. 2019; Rivera-Ferre 2020).

4.Produce beyond food security goals to grow nutritious healthy foods; and energize and accelerate the
systems integration of agriculture, food and nutrition policies and research to achieve the SDGs. This will require
substantial investment that incentivizes multi-disciplinary, integrative research, encompassing food and
nutritional sciences, plant and livestock genetics, agriculture production, forestry, and the social sciences (GFFA
2021).
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5.Create new markets for ecosystem services through economic incentives for all scales of sustainable
production including agricultural and forestry products; nutritious food; effective management of natural
resources; conservation of wild plants and animals; and improvement of rural livelihoods. Support the
development of quantified ecosystem benefits and voluntary, market-based, government and/or private- sector
funding mechanisms and incentives for ecosystem services. Redirect government agricultural production
subsidies to payments for ecosystem services.

6.Use outcome goals and metrics in policies and programs, enabling the use of multiple strategies and pathways
to achieve desired objectives rather than prescribing specific top-down regulatory standards that act (at times
inefficiently) on practices. Harmonize conflicting policy frameworks.

7.Provide financial assistance and incentives to promote and assist voluntary, locally led, incentive-based
landscape-level conservation and ecosystem management efforts—adapted to the context of each district,
region, and nation—rather than “one-size-fits-all” policies. Support proven scale-appropriate farm, ranch and
forest practices, technologies; and innovations for nutrient, water and biodiversity stewardship such as 4R
nutrient stewardship, no-till, low-till and cover crops, agroecology practices, and on farm technologies and
innovations.

8.Incorporate indigenous and local knowledge with science-based technical knowledge in active and
systematic ways to expand knowledge exchanges and adaptation options that increase biodiversity and
ecosystem management on working landscapes.

9.Involve, educate, encourage and equip farmers, ranchers and foresters to participate in the development of
policy and research agendas in order to expand capacities to deliver multiple co-benefits that improve both food
security, nutrition, and rural livelihoods, and the quality of soil, water and ecosystem services.

10. Transform and modernize technical assistance and information networks through investments that
enhance the research infrastructure, renew linkages with education, and extension networks that include public-
private partnerships. Reduce information asymmetry between consumers and farmers to support and
accelerate the exchange of accurate, accessible, and easy-to-understand information exchanges among
consumers and farmers.

[source. 21°t Century Agricultural Renaissance: Solutions from the Land 2022

Cluster D Addressing root causes of triple planetary crisis
Combines draft resolutions relation to address root causes of climate change, nature and biodiversity
loss, and pollution

Resolutions
L19 #16 stepping up effort for enhancing the circular economy domestically, regionally, and globally

SfL statement

Systems-based approaches and circular economy models are important strategies to accomplish
transformative changes within and across sectors, countries, and industries. SfL reaffirms the “value retention”
concept of circular systems under sustainable food systems goals where the strategy explicitly calls out “value
retention” in food design and whole food systems. Value retention captures the multi benefits of farm ns
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community-level systems such as food and nutrition, healthy soil, clean water and other ecosystem services, and
rural livelihoods. Farm production provides food and nutrition and other agricultural products to the farm
household and society beyond the farm gate; with some farm products and natural resources re-circulated
through farm and ecological systems as retained value (manure, straw, cover crops, recycled water from
irrigation/cleaning and processing, seed production, etc) and become farm inputs which can substitute for
production inputs (e.g crop nutrients, water, soil health) that might otherwise need to be purchased off-farm or
be lost value to the farm system. (lowa Smart Agriculture Circles of Life Report 2022)

SfL Proposes key circularity concepts and actions.

1. Reduce environmental impacts from externalities of agricultural production by promoting circularity
of farm enterprise inputs, outputs, retained value, and outcomes at farm and landscape levels through
optimizing resources and knowledge; replacing, reusing, and recycling water, energy and crop/ animal
genetics; and redesigning processes and systems (SfL 21st Century report p. 8).

2. Encourage agronomic and environmental performance for multiple beneficial outcomes through
flexible, diversified and integrated systems approaches.

3. Improve farm and landscape level circularity approaches that focus on managing the local/regional
water cycle to improve water quality, increase water availability during scarcity, improve agricultural
productivity, profitability and community economic and environmental resilience.

4. De-risk innovation, system re-design and transition to circularity, and market volatility in agriculture
and the food chain.

5. Create finance mechanisms to cover the costs of experimentation and transition to new systems and
build local, regional, and national infrastructure that enables market flexibility, increases farmer
capacity to pivot and change, and ensures profitability as demand for products and services in the value
chain shift, and distribution and production conditions vary.

L15 #17 follow up to UNEA resolution 5/12 on environmental aspects of mineral and metals
Management

SfL statement.

In the same way that humans need nutrients and key vitamins to live and thrive, so do the domesticated plants
and animals that make up our food, feed, fiber and renewable energy supply. The efficient and sustainable
procurement and use of minerals and metals is a critical aspect of successful agriculture. Overuse and underuse
deliver less than desired outcomes and in most extreme cases can lead to crop/animal failure or collapse. SfL
endorses practical guidelines for procurement and use of minerals and metals recognizing that a reliable supply
of these key elements is critical for the future well-being of civilization.

L11 #19 Sustainable Lifestyles

10
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SfL statement.

The effective implementation of the Global UNEP Strategies that support UN Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) has potential to be quite powerful. SfL encourages UNEP and UN countries to continue to lead and find
ways to strengthen relationships across SDGs with concurrent implementations. For example, in early June
2022, Solutions from the Land (SfL) proposed to the UNFAO Committee on Food Security an Eighth Critical and
Enduring Issue to Ensure Global Food Security and Nutrition Priorities to the UN High Level Panel of Experts on
Food Security and Nutrition: The role of agriculture in concurrently delivering ecosystem services and food and
nutrition security. https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/blog/sfl-proposes-an-eighth-critical-and-enduring-
issue-to-ensure-global-food-security-and-nutrition-priorities/

Food and nutrition security begins with farmers who have resources, knowledge, technologies and are able to
make a living for their households using climate neutral and nature positive and environmentally sound
strategies while producing abundance of food and quality nutrition.

Proposed
1. Synergic approaches include global and national enablers with potential to shape the demand for goods and

services and empower consumers, governments, business and individuals in ways that explicitly recognize the
potential contributions of public institutions and private sectors as innovators and enablers of change.

2. Collaboration among high impact systems, sectors and value chains include

(a) Education and sustainable lifestyles sectors

(b) Consumer communication, information and resources for decisionmaking sectors,

(c) Public and private sectors innovate system approaches and circular models within and across sectors to
increase efficiencies, reduce waste and reuse/repurpose secondary products as valuable and useful system
inputs.

[Excerpts from SfL intervention, 2022 June to UNEP Farmers’ perspectives on the 2nd draft Global Strategy for
Sustainable Consumption and Production: Comments and recommendations for consideration]
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