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This document summarises many but not all the comments made during the Farmers Constituency’s 
morning meetings at COP27. 
 
General 
We need to  

• reinforce the need for agriculture ministers to be at the COP 

• keep speaking up for livestock 

• emphasise the Importance of local conditions – no-one size fits all – and each system can be 
better 

• remember what brings us all together 
 
Farmers representation 

• Not enough farmers on platforms.  

• Talking to our governments when we’re back at home – need farmers voice at national level; 
farmers can get caught between local and national governments 

• We need to look beyond ag ministries e.g. health - teaching farming families about nutrition 
engaging Ministry of Education to raise awareness for farmers of the future 

• Youth and women are the future 

• Inter-governmental process is so slow; government policies need strengthening  
 
Our internal preparation for COPs 

• The preparatory calls, and at the COP, the list of farmers was helpful 

• Farmers position paper a very positive step forward  
 
External communications 

• Formal e.g. statements etc and informal e.g. social media. Do we need a communications 
‘sub-group’? 

• Recognising the diversity of farming systems and positions, how do we respond when 
different concepts and new ideas come along e.g. what do we think about regenerative 
agriculture?  What do we think about dietary change? Lots of scope for repurposing 
agricultural subsidies but must be careful about assessing them against criteria for which 
they were not designed to deliver in the 1st place.  How do we respond to these issues in a 
constructive way? 

• How to we connect to the audience e.g. explain that food security, matters to them 

• Improve our framing – a lot is happening on the ground, but it’s not labelled as mitigation 
and adaptation 

• Farmers are sleeping giants; only scratched the surface of what ag can do; covid has shown 
farmers are essential workforce 

• Where and how can we strengthen what we’re saying? 
 
Capacity building 

• Have to build the capacity of local farmers, and support for farmers orgs to help themselves 

• Lack of information 

• Farmers can’t start from zero after every severe weather event 

• Importance of local, traditional, indigenous knowledge  
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Finance 

• More finance for adaptation 

• Access: make access to finance easier (for farmers and women farmers in particular, and for 
farmers organisations); how do farmers access funding which comes to governments for 
action on the ground?; farmers need direct access to low interest finance because ag is so 
risky; have to de-risk the entire system. 

• Farmers must make money; finance has to directly benefit farmers; need incentives for 
farmers; farmers need a safety net 

• Farmers efforts must be recognised (both by policy and markets); everyone has a role to play 
i.e. governments, markets etc, we need a range of options.   

• More public-private partnerships; new collaborative partnerships 

• Can we re-position/re-phrase what we’re doing to fit ‘softer’ funding options 

• New challenges require new investments 
 
Land use 

• Concern about land use for renewables and for carbon offsetting through tree planting but 
both are invaluable when integrated with farm businesses 

• Forestry and forest products have a lot to offer; agroforestry is a sustainable use of land 

• How can carbon offsetting work for farmers? The voluntary carbon market is risky and 
progress on Article 6 is slow.  Land is a limiting factor. Also emissions reduction cannot be 
compromised.   

 
Water 

• Need more investment in capture and storage. Risk of rural communities losing out to larger 
urban populations.   

• Salinity is a real concern 
 
2023 

(i) New Sharm El Sheikh joint work on climate action on agriculture and food security 

• Closing date for submissions is 23 March. What do we want to see from this new work? E.g. 

• Pragmatic practical solutions; farmers need new tools 

• Sharing information on improving data collection to benefit inventories and farmers.  
Much is happening but not labelled climate action. How do we make this simpler for 
farmers? We are, as is IFAD, trying to translate into numbers what farmers are doing 

 
(ii) COP28 

• The presidency seems interested in giving food and perhaps farmers a higher profile, and 
wants governments to include ag/food systems in their NDCs 

• We have asked for a dedicated farmers pavilion 

• They are interested in success stories. What are our success stories and what has not 
worked? 

• Cover decision – how do we get farmers into the COP28 cover decision? The Executive 
Secretary’s office didn’t think that our request to include the word ‘farmers’ should be a 
problem but if we want this to happen, we need to plan this into our work for 2023? 


