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CHAIRMAN – Nathan Rudgers – Batavia, NY Senior Vice-President, Director, Business Development, 
Farm Credit of Western New York; former Commissioner, New York State Department of 
Agriculture and Markets; former President, National Association of State Departments of 
Agriculture  
 
Chuck Ahlem – Hilmar, CA Owner, Hilmar Cheese Company  
 
R. Bruce Arnold – West Chester, PA Consultant, woody biomass utilization for the pulp and paper 
industry; retired engineer and manufacturer, Scott Paper Company  
 
Peggy Beltrone – Great Falls, MT Commissioner, Cascade County Montana; Member, National 
Association of Counties’ Environment, Energy and Land Use Steering Committee  
 
Dr. Antonio M. Bento – Ithaca, NY Associate Professor, Cornell University, Department of Applied 
Economics & Management Directs environmental and energy economics program for public policy 
solutions on critical environmental and energy challenges such as climate change and renewable 
energy growth 
 
Doug Berven – Sioux Falls, SD Director of Corporate Affairs, POET  
 
Dr. Richard Birdsey – Newtown Square, PA Program Manager, Northern Global Change Research 
Program, USDA Forest Service  
 
Dr. Tracey Blackmer – Urbandale, IA Director of Research, Iowa Soybean Association  
 
Michael Bowman – Wray, CO Wheat, corn and alfalfa producer; Steering Committee member, 
Colorado Renewable Energy Forum; Rural Chair, Colorado Ag Energy Task Force  
 
Ray Brownfield – Oswego, IL President, American Society of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers  
 
Dr. Leonard Bull – Raleigh, NC Professor of Animal Science & Associate Director, Animal & Poultry 
Waste Management Center, North Carolina State University  
 
Dr. R. Neil Elliott – Washington, DC Industrial Program Director, American Council for an Energy-
Efficient Economy 
 
Dr. Barry Flinchbaugh – Manhattan, KS Professor of Agricultural Economics, Kansas State 
University; Chairman, Commission on 21st Century Production Agriculture  
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Gary Freeman – Orland, CA Chair, National Energy Committee, National Association of Resource 
Conservation and Development Councils; Past president of the California State Association of RC&D 
Councils  
 
Jeffrey Frost – Burlington, VT AgRefresh Executive Director, President of Renagen  



 
Christopher Galik – Durham, NC Research Coordinator, Climate Change Policy Partnership, Duke 
University  
 
David Gardiner – Washington, DC President, David Gardiner & Associates  
 
Michael Goergen – Bethesda, MD Executive Vice President and CEO, Society of American Foresters  
 
Dr. Jerry Hatfield – Ames, IA Supervisory Plant Physiologist, National Soil Tilth Research Laboratory, 
USDA-Agricultural Research Service; Past President, American Society of Agronomy  
 
Dr. John Helms – Berkeley, CA Past President, Society of American Foresters; Professor Emeritus, 
Environmental Science, Policy and Management, University of California-Berkeley  
 
Dr. John Hickman – Moline, IL Director, Biorenewable Energy and Life Sciences, Moline Technology 
Innovation Center Deere & Co  
 
AG Kawamura – Sacramento, CA Secretary of Agriculture, California Department of Food and 
Agriculture  
 
Dr. Rattan Lal – Columbus, OH Director, Carbon Management and Sequestration Center, Ohio 
Agricultural Research and Development Center, Ohio State University; Professor, School of Natural 
Resources College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Science, Ohio State University  
 
Richard Lewis – Rockville, MD President, Forest Resources Association 
 
John Long – Newberry, SC Past Chairman, American Soybean Association Board of Directors  
 
Dan McClendon – Montrose, CO General Manager, Delta Montrose Electrical Association  
 
David Miller – West Des Moines, IA Director, Research and Commodity Services, Iowa Farm Bureau  
 
Dr. Keith Paustian – Fort Collins, CO Senior Research Scientist, Natural Resource Ecology Lab; 
Professor, Department of Soil and Crop Sciences, Colorado State University  
 
Tim Reich – Belle Fourche, SD Cattle producer; Past president of the American International 
Charolais Association, and the South Dakota Association of Conservation Districts; Past Second VP, 
National Association of Conservation Districts  
 
Dr. Charles W. Rice – Manhattan, KS Professor, Department of Agronomy, Kansas State University; 
Lead Author, Inter- Governmental Protocol on Climate Change Working Group III Mitigation, 2004-
2007  
 
William Richards – Circleville, OH 25x’25 Steering Committee Co-Chair; Corn and soybean producer; 
former Chief, U.S. Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service  
 
Bart Ruth – Rising City, NE Corn and soybean producer; Past President, American Soybean 
Association; 2005 Eisenhower Fellow for Agriculture  
 



Neil Sampson – Alexandria, VA President of the Sampson Group, Inc. and President of Vision 
Forestry, LLC; Past EVP of American Forests and the National Association of Conservation Districts  
 
Ernest Shea – Lutherville, MD Project Coordinator, 25x’25 Alliance; President, Natural Resources 
Solutions, LLC; Past CEO, National Association of Conservation Districts  
 
Matthew Smith – Falconer, NY Director, GSA and Certification Services, Forecon, Inc.  
 
J. Read Smith – St. John, WA 25x’25 Steering Committee Co-Chair; Wheat, small grains and cattle 
producer; former President, National Association of Conservation Districts  
 
Tommy Smith – Monticello, AR Chief Financial Officer, The Price Companies, wood processing 
 
Dr. E. Dale Threadgill – Athens, GA Director, Faculty of Engineering, and Dept. Head, Biological & 
Agricultural Engineering, the Driftmier Engineering Center, and the Biorefinery and Carbon Cycling 
Program, University of Georgia; private forest landowner  
 
Tim Warman – Washington, DC Executive Director, Global Warming Solutions Program, National 
Wildlife Federation  
 
Kraig Westerbeek – Warsaw, NC Director, Environmental Compliance, Murphy-Brown, LLC; Board 
Member, North Carolina Pork Council  
 
Dr. Ann C. Wilkie – Gainesville, FL Research Associate, Soil and Water Science Department, 
University of Florida - IFAS  
 
Doug Williams – Alexandria, VA Consultant to Association of Consulting Foresters of America, Inc.; 
Retired career employee of USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service  
 
Fred Yoder – Plain City, OH Corn, soybeans and wheat producer; Past president of the National Corn 
Growers Association 
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Jeffrey Frost – Burlington, VT 25x’25 Carbon Advisor  
 
Jana Gastellum – Washington, DC 25x’25 Research and Communications  
 
Anna Pavlova – Washington, DC 25x’25 Policy Liaison  
 
Federal Agency Liaisons:  
Dr. Joel Brown – Las Cruces, NM Cooperating Scientist, USDA-Natural Resources Conservation 
Service  
 
Bill Hohenstein – Washington, DC Director, Global Change Program Office, USDA- Office of the Chief 
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